
Dear Supporters of Mission Nicaragua - 

I’m sitting down for the second time this year to write a letter to those of you that have so generously and 
faithfully supported our team this year or in some cases many of our teams through our 12 years of ministry in 
Nicaragua.  We have partnered with Mike & Sue Buzbee, who are the founding missionaries of the Open 
Hearts Ministry in Nicaragua and it has been an amazing partnership.  They have an incredible ministry 
throughout Nicaragua of ministering to the poor, rehabilitating families, two rescue homes (one for boys and 
one for girls), an after school club for the dump children, Ruby Ranch and also a ministry to the indigenous 
tribes of northern Nicaragua.  It was awesome to see and help the work God is doing through their ministry! 

This was our first ever college team.  Due to the overwhelming response to 
our summer team, we created this opportunity specifically for our college 
students.  This gave us a unique ability as we began to pray on how God 
would use our team.  Having an older team, gave us a chance to work with a 
neglected group in Nicaragua… teenagers. 

We were able to continue our investment in the Las Parcelas community 
where we’ve been serving for the last few years.  This is a poor, rural farming community about two hours 
outside of Managua.  This is where Ruby Ranch is located - a full camp/retreat facility on some beautiful land.  
We invited 30 teenagers to our first ever teen camp.  We were excited to see a good many that had 
participated in our children’s summer camps and some were 
even a part of our very first Las Parcelas overnight camp at 
Campo Alegria about 4 years ago.  We were able to put on 
a three-day camp, complete with Bible, arts/crafts, sports, 
English, adventure (boys), ballet (girls), and rec time.  And 
new to our camp strategy was an intentional sermon/
discussion time after lunch.  We packed a ton into our half-
days of camp and the teens had a great time! 

Many of the teens in Nicaragua are forced to grow up too 
quickly.  This could be due to overcrowding in the home, 
teen pregnancy, early marriage, addictions or cultural 
issues.  It’s not easy been a teenager anywhere, but many in 
Nicaragua don’t get good role models or much coaching along the way.  And so we had some natural 
difficulty as camp started, but praise God, by the second day many of those walls came down and 
relationships were formed and dialogue and receptivity to the teaching began to take place. 

After camp, we invited our campers back and all of their younger siblings and former campers for a day of 
fun at Ruby Ranch.  We started with our camp ending hike up to Chapel Hill.  I was privileged to have the 
opportunity to preach the Gospel and were excited to see many respond to the good news. 
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We fed everyone lunch and had music, pinatas, sports competitions, the 
giant waterslide and the grand opening of the zip line we constructed. 
We were amazed to have around 100 kids come. This community day 
has become such a fun way to finish up our camp time and to continue 
to show this community how much we love them, but more importantly, 
how much God loves them!   

When we weren’t doing camp, we were doing construction in the 
afternoons at Ruby Ranch.  Although, most of our campers would hang 
around, so some on the team continued the relationship building - otherwise known as the universal 
language of love: playing!   

Our first project gained immediate use and enjoyment.  We started 
construction of Ruby Ranch’s first zip line, which joined the tarzan 
swing, climbing wall  and waterslide for camp entertainment!  The 
project ended up being a bit more challenging than expected but we 
got it finished, tested and opened in time for our big camp finale.  

Another construction project at Ruby Ranch was landscaping.  We 
were able to purchase a good amount of plants, flowers and trees to 
add some softscape to the hardscape our summer team completed.  
The Rancho is now complete with a beautiful exterior that should 
become filled in and lush in no time!  And to further enhance the 

Rancho, we were able to extend and build a sidewalk that connects to the ministry house on the property. 

Leaving is always bittersweet.  Not only leaving behind awesome relationships, but even all the work.  But we 
left knowing God had done a good work in us and through 
us.  We all grew in our faith, obedience and ability to hear 
His voice and respond.  And for that reason, we truly can’t 
thank you enough for partnering with our team by 
supporting us financially, by giving so sacrificially, and 
through your prayer support.   

I hope you consider yourselves a part of our extended team, 
as we definitely couldn’t have participated in this mission 
without you!  We look forward to seeing what God will 
continue to do in the lives of the children and their families 
in the Las Parcelas community, as the Buzbees continue to 
impact that area with the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  Thanks again for partnering with us! 

PS - If you want to read the daily blog posts and see more pictures from the mission - you can find us at 
facebook.com/wsm.mission.nicaragua or toddveleber.com.  Also, if you are local to Tallahassee, we would 
love for you to join us on Sunday, January 31 for our Mission Highlight Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 

Made for Mission! 

Todd Veleber, Student Pastor


